Active Learning
Have you tried Jigsaw?

Jigsaw
What is it?
Jigsaw is a collaborative group activity where students learn through communicating with each
other about a skill, procedure, topic or problem. Learning is reinforced, and communication
and teamwork skills developed when the students teach this to other students.
Why use it?
Jigsaw can lead to deep learning as students must engage with the material well enough to be
able to deliver the material to other students. It can also assist in development of team
collaboration, communication, and instruction skills and is practical application of sharing the
workload.
How does it work?
1.

Determine how the activity can be applied in your class, calculating how many students
to assign to each topic group. You may wish to select multiple topics for each team to
discuss (eg. six government policies) or alternatively select one topic (eg. social
disadvantage) and discuss how it is viewed from multiple perspectives or theoretical
lenses.

2.

Allocate students to topic groups for approx 20 minutes. Here they are to discuss their
allocated topic and prepare to present the material in the next stage. Check in with
each group during this time to check their understanding.

3.

Move students to their presentation groups, with one member of each topic group
allocated to each presentation group. Each student takes turns presenting their topic to
the group. You may wish to give each student a time limit (eg. 5 minutes) for their
presentation and ring a bell to have the groups move to the next presenter.

4.

Bring the class back together and debrief for each topic. This allows students to learn
from the wider class and permits clarification of any points or misunderstandings.

This activity can be adapted for online delivery using Zoom breakout groups.
Where to find resources?
•

For other practical approaches to learning activities visit the teaching resources page:
www.newcastle.edu.au/teachingresources

•

Guide to Zoom Breakout Rooms: ServiceUON - Zoom for teaching

•

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/jigsaw-teaching-strategy/
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